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Congressional Leadership Meeting* Tuesday* July 
Meeting began at: 6:35 pm 

Present: President * Hickenlooper. X Ford 

* Mansfield ‘Speaker VArends 

' Smathcrs * Boggs Bundy 

^ Long * Albert O’Brien 

v- Dirksen ^Kucbel McNamara 

Lodge 


Wheeler 

Rusk 

Raborn 

Goodwin 

Caiifano 


Cater 

Busby 

Valenti 

Moyers 


PRESIDENT: 


(Quoted Elisha Cook aboift the responsibilities of the leader) 
(Reviewed the five courses open to us) 

So the fifth alternative is the one that makes the most sense. 
We don't know if this will be 2 years or 4 years or what. We 
diddt know World War I was going to be one year or five years. 
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RUSK: 

S MATHERS: 

PRESIDENT: 

BOGGS: 

MCNAMARA: 

PRESIDENT: 

WHEELER: 

LONG: 

SPEAKER: 

FORD: 

PRESIDENT: 


The altitude of !1«e Communist world is the key question. 

^ ^j*p denying the VC the victory srcn t wc? Is not our 
purpose not to he driven out — and avoid WW III by not 
bringing in China and Russia. Is this a change of policy? 

As aid to the VC increases, our need to increase our forces 
goes up. There is no change in policy. 

Any substantial SO/?of government forces to VC — 
or rO'tt<5*s? How about government? 

No. Indicates willingness to fight - even though suffering 
heavy casualties. 

^ couldn’t call you down until 1 had all the information# 

(D escribed guerrilla operation) 

If we back out, they’d move somewhere else. Ready to 
concede all Asia to Communists? Not ready to turn tail. 

If a nation with 14 million can make Uncle Sam run, what 

will China think? 

I don’t think we have-any alternatives. Our military men tell 
us we need more and we should give it to them. The lesson of 
Hitler and Mussolini is clear. I can see five years from now 
a chain of events far more dangerous to our country. »- * 

I fully understand why we can’t do 1, 2 or 3 but I need 
an explanation of 4 and 5. In either case, Westmoreland 
would be supplied with what he wants. The question is how? 
Under 4, money would follow a request by you for additional 
funds from the Congress. Under 5, you use what you have 
and come back in January for more money. 

We will ask Congress for money on either side. We would ask 
for reasonable' request now and see what happens. 

If you call up reserves now, their year starts ticking 
immediately. If we wait until January, we can bring in 
reserves and put them to work immediately. We’ll have 

firm plans then. 

Under #5, we ask for no legislation, call up no reserves, 
don’t scare the Russians, and send troops in as we need them. 
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KORD: 


PRESIDENT: 


FORD 


MCNAMARA: 


FORD: 


Yott will increase draft calls and extend enlistments? 

Yes. I want to use this period to show them they can't 
run us out. 

Double draft calls -- how much a strain on training command? 

About the same as #4. If we call up reserves, it will be 
for a limited period (one year). Congress is not likely to 
increase this. It means that we have a perishable asset 
and seek to replace it by doubling the draft call. 

What does it do to the ceiling on armed forces? 


MCNAMARA: We lift the ceiling. We hav'd authority to do that now. 


FORD: 


It is not entirely clear. Appropriations bill is in Senate. 
Under 4 you would ... 


PRESIDENT: Would call up reserves now and make out estimates in new bill. 


MCNAMARA: 


The rate of activity is difficult to forecast. Considering 
increasing chopper and plane activity. Don’t know what the 
totalis. Under #4 we ask Congress for blank check. Under 
#5 we can be more specific -- come back to Congress in 
January with clear understanding. 

f 

# 

Under If 5 we would ask for $1. 5 billion. 


FORD: 


ALBERT: 


How much is the difference? 

In both cases Westmoreland gets what he wants - with less 
fanfare. 


ARENDS 


MCNAMARA: 


RUSK: 


pRC'$<p£*rr 


How many men? 

We don't know --we will meet requirements. Right now 
50, 000 additional. We will ship NOW — as soon as the 

decision is made. 

« 

During monsoon season, there has not been a sharp 
increase in conventional fighting. Increase is in terror tactics 
pve asked you to come here not as Democrats or Republicans 
but as Americans. I don't want any of you to talk about what 
is going on. The press is going to be all over you. Let me 
appeal to you as Americans .to show your patriotism by not 
talking to the press. I'm going to do everything I can, with 
honor, to keep Russia and China out. 
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DIRKSEM: 


MCNAMARA: 

D1RKSEN: 

PRESIDENT: 



I quite agree with your premise. The first business is 
to peel off dramatics. Tell the country we are engaged 
in very serious business. People are apathetic'. Afraid 
wc are stripping Europe components. 

Baloney on stripping. We are not stripping. It is not 
necessary. 

We don't need to withhold information. 

We won’t withhold. We want to announce as soon as troops 
arrive. 


In the morning I will oonsxxlt Ike and tell him what we hope 
to do and get his views. 

I will see the Chairman of Foreign Relations Appropriations 
and Armed Forces. 


Then announce decision on press conference. 

DJRKSEN: Five months is a long time. I don’t think you can wait. 

If you need the money, you ought to ask for it. 


PRESIDENT: We have the money, 50 Billion plus 800 million. When you 

come back in January you’ll have a bill of several billion 

dollars. 


MANSFIELD: I agree with Dirksen in apathy in the country. 

I would not be true to myself if I didn’t speak. This position 
has certain inevitability. Whatever pledge we had was to 
assist SVN in its own defense. Since then there has been 
no government of legitimacy. We ought to make that decision 
every day. We owe this government nothing — no pledge of 

any kind. 

We arc going deeper into war. Even total victory would be 
vastly costly. Best hope for salvation is .quick stalemate 
and .negotiations 

We cannot expect our people to support a war for 3-5.years. 

What we are about is an anti-Communist crusade, on- 

Escalation begets escalation. 







